
The 2008 Washington Youth Tour (WYT) challenged 105 high school students from across 

Georgia (representing 38 electric cooperatives) to step into a new world. The student-delegates 

traveled on a weeklong, all-expenses-paid journey to Atlanta, the Little White House in Warm 

Springs and Washington, D.C. Upon arrival in D.C., they joined almost 1,400 other student-

delegates representing electric membership cooperatives 

(EMCs) from 44 states on the WYT, June 12-19. Each 

year, the students quickly discover that the WYT is not 

just a trip; it is a leadership experience. Delegates learn 

not only about the electric cooperative movement, but 

also about American history and how their government 

works. They meet with their representatives in the House 

and Senate, participate in National Youth Day and enjoy 

the sights of D.C. Delegates give high marks to their 

visits to national monuments, including the Jefferson, 

Lincoln and FDR  memorials, where they contemplate 

the words of leaders who helped define and uphold our 

nationôs guiding principles. At the Smithsonian 

Institution, they discover and explore art, science, nature, 

and Americaôs culture and history. And delegates learn 

the true price of freedom while visiting the World War II, Korean War Veterans and Vietnam 

Veterans memorials. Since 1964, electric cooperatives nationwide have sent more than 40,000 

student delegates on the WYT, providing them with the opportunity to develop their leadership 

abilitiesðfor the benefit of themselves, their communities and the hope of a better future.  

The 2008 Washington Youth Tour: 

Empowering Our Youth 

Representing CEMC this 

year at the WYT was  

Benjamin Rothschadl and 

Katie Comer. Ben, who 

attends Carrollton High 

School, described his 

experience as a once-in-a- 

lifetime opportunity. ñI was 

able to see the countryôs 

greatest monuments, make 

new friends and develop 

leadership skills.ò    
 
Ben is a Boy Scout with the 

current rank of Life Scout. 

He was chosen to participate 

in the Duke Talent program 

for mathematically and 

verbally talented students 

and participated as a page in 

the Georgia Congressional 

Page program for Rep. Mark 

Butler. 
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Katie Comer and Benjamin Rothschadl 
represented Carroll EMC on the 2008 
Washington Youth Tour. 
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