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Electric Space Heaters:  

Important Safety Tips to Remember 
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If used properly, space heaters can provide temporary relief during a cold spell, but they should not be 
considered a permanent solution to a home heating problem. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates that space heaters are associated with more than 25,000 residential fires and 
300 fatalities every year. To minimize the risk of fire while using a space heater, Carroll EMC reminds 
�\�R�X���W�R���U�H�D�G���D�Q�G���I�R�O�O�R�Z���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�U�¶�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�D�I�H�W�\���W�L�S�V���� 
 

�x�� Buy a space heater that has been certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 

�x�� Keep all furniture and combustible items at least 3 feet away from any heating device. 

�x�� Never use space heaters to dry clothing, towels or other combustibles. 

�x�� Never refill a fuel-burning �V�S�D�F�H���K�H�D�W�H�U���Z�K�L�O�H���L�W�¶�V���L�Q���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���L�Q�V�L�G�H your house.  

�x�� Space heaters should not be left on while you are asleep or when you leave the room. 

�x�� When not in use, space heaters should be unplugged. 

�x�� Do not connect a space heater to an outlet with an extension cord, and never overload the circuit.  

�x�� Never use a space heater with a damaged or frayed cord, and never cover the cord with carpeting 
or furniture.  

�x�� Be sure your space heater is in good working condition and that the heating element is protected by 
a metal guard. 

�x�� Keep young children away from space heaters. 

�x�� Avoid using electric space heaters in a bathroom, and never touch an electric heater when you are 
wet. 

�x�� Make sure that your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are working before using a space 

heater. 

�x�� Check the cord on an electric space heater to determine if it is very warm or hot. If so, unplug it 
immediately and try another outlet. If it continues to be hot, contact an electrician.  

Feb. 6, 2009, is  
National Wear Red Day  

 
The American Heart 

Association and Carroll 
EMC encourage women to 

wear red �³ whether it is a 
red dress, a red T -shirt, a red 

dress pin or red lipstick.  
 

Show the world you 
passionately support  

Go Red For Women, the 
movement to improve 

�Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���K�H�D�U�W���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G��
save lives.  

 
For more information, visit 
www.goredforwomen.org 

or call 1 -888-MY-HEART. 


